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The Darien Land Trust Announces Gift of Hollow Tree Ridge Property
February 14, 2008, Darien, CT:
The Darien Land Trust has announced the receipt of a gift from local donors resulting in the outright transfer of 2 acres on Hollow Tree Ridge Road and another 4-plus acres under conservation easement. The property donors had owned the land, part of the old Ox Ridge bridle trail, for 40 years.

Darien Land Trust President Kaye Rabin said, “We are indebted to the foresight and generosity of this family in working with the Land Trust to achieve the preservation of this land.”
The gift brings the total number of acres under Darien Land Trust stewardship to 187 acres, following acquisitions over the past few years on Molly Lane, Brookside Road, Valley Forge, Brush Island and Nearwater Lane. These are all precious natural habitats of wetlands, woods, marsh and meadow that will now be preserved forever.
The Darien Land Trust is currently working on another important acquisition in town. Known as Waterbury Field, the 2-acre parcel is adjacent to one of the oldest houses in Darien. Once the property of early settlers named Waterbury, the field is bordered by stone walls that follow a sharp turn on Hollow Tree Ridge Road. The property has been visible to passersby since Darien’s colonial beginning.
Owned for nearly 40 years by the Joslin family, the field has been offered to the Darien Land Trust for preservation at the below market price of $1.3 million. As with the purchase of the historic Mather Meadows 5 years ago, the acquisition of Waterbury Field will require the generosity and support of the Darien community to raise these funds. Over the next 6 months or so, the Darien Land Trust will host events to acquaint the community with this project and solicit donations. Anyone wishing to contribute or obtain more information should contact Waterbury Field Committee chairs Terrie Wood (655-4452) or Charlie Goodyear (655-6935).
The Darien Land Trust is a 501(c) 3 non-profit membership organization whose mission and purpose is the acquisition, preservation and protection of open space for the benefit of Darien residents. We continue to work to identify and facilitate land donations and easements, and to raise awareness and funds for important property acquisitions.
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