
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

This Annual Report marks the end of an extraordinary 

year for the Darien Land Trust—a year of successes and of 

challenges, of rededication to our historical mission and of 

expanding that mission into new territory.

Among the successes…our membership is 500 strong and, in 

an uncertain economic climate, we received an unprecedented 

level of support for our 2008-2009 Annual Campaign. (Thank 

you!) These funds support all of our stewardship: every time 

we mow a field, fix a fence, remove invasive plant species or 

have tree work done, it is Annual Fund dollars that enable us 

to properly care for an ever growing portfolio (187 acres at 

this writing) of properties. I would be remiss not to take this 

opportunity to thank our stewardship co-chairs Chris Filmer 

and Den Frelinghuysen for managing this enormous task, 

always with energy and enthusiasm.

Among the challenges…we have spent countless hours over 

the past year fundraising for the acquisition of Waterbury 

Field on Hollow Tree Ridge Road. Thanks are due to our 

Waterbury Field Committee, led by Terrie Wood and 

Charlie Goodyear, for their commitment to saving this 

beautiful piece of Darien’s early history. As I write, we are 

very close to our goal but ask each of you to consider a gift 

to the campaign before our December 1 deadline to ensure 

its success.

As we have throughout our 50 years, we continue to add 

properties through gifts as well as acquisition. Most recently 

2 acres on Hollow Tree Ridge Road (and another 5 acres 

under conservation easement at the same location) were 

given to us by the Fords. Our land review committee 

welcomes every opportunity to speak with members of 

the community about lands they own (or simply love) and 

would like to see preserved forever. 

Historically we have always made the stewardship of these 

properties a priority, but this year the Darien Land Trust 

began new initiatives dedicated to habitat restoration on 

our Valley Forge and Nearwater properties. These efforts 

place us at the vanguard of best practice among land trusts, 

going beyond simple maintenance of lands to rehabilitation 

of vital ecosystems. We are considering other projects 

of this nature and beginning to learn the “art” of grant 

application to fund these important efforts.

Better communications about our efforts and activities to 

the broader community has also been an area of focus this 

year. Thanks are due to Mary Rooney, Margot Hand and 

Denise Sellhausen for improvements to the website  

(www.darienlandtrust.org) and for this Annual Report.

I hope that we will see all our members at this year’s Annual 

Meeting, November 9th at Wee Burn Country Club, when 

we will discuss these projects (and others) in greater detail. 

We will also honor four retiring trustees—Ed Clarke, Dee 

Goodnow, Dot Kelly and Lynne Brooks—and elect new 

trustees from the community to our Board. The talent and 

time given by these dedicated volunteers is as valuable as 

the lands they work to protect: priceless.

All the best,

Kaye Rabin, President
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Guardian

Vanda & Wilder Baker
Kara & Bill Bohnsack
Linda & Richard Breeden
Karen & Douglas Calby
Karla & Kenneth Coe
Suzanne & Michael Huebsch
Kim & Flip Huffard
The Judge Group
Kathleen & James Millard
Dale & John O’Brien
The Rabin Family

Preservationist

Mr. & Mrs. Eric N. Ferguson 		
In honor of Dee Goodnow

Hope & Paul Spillane
Patricia Carroll & Richard Strahota
The Weil Foundation

Conservator

Mrs. Avery Brooke
The Chilton Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. Clarke
Dee & Ned Goodnow
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jarbeau
Jacqueline & Robert Leonard
Dudley & John Macfarlane
Mr. & Mrs. L. Dean Miltimore
Mr. & Mrs. Edmond N. Morse
Beth Peelle
Peninsula Charities Foundation 11
Rob Perkin
Martha Rhein
The Roxe Foundation
Lynette & David Snow
The Country Club of Darien, Inc
Rose & James Wolfe

Environmentalist

Cathy & Don Allman
Patricia & Edwin Andrews
Anne & Peter Ardery
Mary & Jay Bennett
Laurie & Brian Bessey
Kathy & Nick Blackman
Susie & Jim Brewer
Jennifer Carter
Pam & Michael Clark
Theresa & Ed Cosden
Diane & Kevin Delaney
Hon. & Mrs. Robert B. Fiske, Jr.
Linda & Charlie Goodyear
Susan & Jeffrey Hamill
Pam & Mark Hollis
Mr. & Mrs. Sears W. Ingraham
Kelly Associates Real Estate

Annette & Douglas Kline
Rita Marber
Ann & Gordon McKee
Lulu & John McPhee
Mr. & Mrs. Lance Minor
Janet & Tom O’Connor
The O’Herron Family Foundation
Mrs. John W. Oldrin
Ryann & Hutch Pegler
Gail & Jim Rand
The Robinson Family
David & Tricia Rogers Foundation
Mary & Bill Rooney
Anne & Alan Shaw
Eileen & Tad Smith
Trish & Woody Spurgeon
Meg & Jim Tweedy
Tricia & Mark Vanacore
Alison & James van Klemperer
Kathy & Kevin Walsh
Barbara & Richard Waters
Diane & Robert Weeks
Terrie & Jay Wood

Protector

Dottie Arrison
Joan & Ed Barksdale
The Bowling Family Foundation
Dulcy & Spencer Brainard
Sandra & Doug Campbell
Thomas Carruthers
Steve Cary
Ruth Cheswick
Amy & John Cholnoky
Suzanne A. Davis
Mary & Patrick Donaghy
Marjorie & Ian Duncan
Mardi & David Durkin
Melinda & Joe Duwan
Pam & David Dysenchuk
Thyra Elliott
Charlotte & Duke Felt
Linda & Craig Ferguson
Lisa & Gus Field IV
Cathy & Frank Gallagher
Anne & John Geissinger
Mary & Bill Genco
Carol & Ward Glassmeyer
Gleason & Associates, LLC
Nancy & Steve Gramps
Cherie & Ed Greene
Mr. & Mrs. E. Grisanti
Carolyn & Christian Halabi
Hollie & Andrew Hamm
Susan & Bill Helman
Louise Henderson
Nancy & Michael Herling
Monica & Scott Hill
Lisa & Peter Hillman
Meg Ricci & Gary Homes
Betty & Kirk Jewett
Lisa & Tom Joyce
Mary Kaufmann
Barbara & Peter Kelly
Susan Kostin
The Lang Family
Susan & Peter Lawrence
Cynthia & Anthony Lazzara

Kelly & Greg Lesko
Sally & Kevin MacGuire
Linda & Warrington Malpass
Ann & Steve Mandel
Brandi & Anthony Maniscalco
Elizabeth Marren
Caroline & David Marren
F.G. McGrath Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund R. Megna, Jr.
Kathy Mendelssohn
Christine & William Merritt
Lisa & Paul Michalski
Anu & Martin Milewski
Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Miller
Evalyn Milman
Gwen & Harvey Mogenson
Betty Ann Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth F. Mountcastle
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Moynahan, Jr.
Caroline & Tony Murray
Kim & Peter Nightingale
Jack Orchulli
Susan & Bruce Orr
Sue & Jim Ozanne
Patsy & Alphonse Palmer
June & Frank Penn
Ann & James Rickards
Jim Rigsbee
Dick & Gloria Sanford
Jay Shutts
Sally & Frank Sprole
Kelly & Rick Stewart
Christie & Rick Stone
Callie & Tighe Sullivan
Linda & John Tavlarios
AnnMarie & Frank Taylor
Mrs. William A. Thorne
Jean & Douglas Traver
Joan Tweedy
Jill & William Vernon
Joan Ward
Craig & Julie Whiting
Carlotta & Wendell Willkie
Susan & George Wyper
Elise & Dave Young

Steward

Billie & Peter Anker
Charlotte & Alan Armstrong
Alice & Sherman Baldwin
Marie & John Ball
Trish & Dave Barton
Nancy & Bill Battey
Julie & Greg Bauer
Carolyn & David Bayne
Brooke & Wells Beck
Gaily & John Beinecke
Susan Benedict
Lois & Richard Berry
Karen & Greg Birsky
John Bishko
Debby & Mark Blackman
Jean Ann & Dick Bollman
Angela & Gerald Bothwell
Elizabeth Bramwell
Nancy & Russ Brewer
Wendy & Ned Brokaw
Alison & Rod Brush

Isabel Bunge
Deirdre & Christopher Burke
Mrs. Robert W. Burmester
Gerry Cameron lll
Marian & George Castell
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Cerussi 
Debbie & John Colon
Patti & Jeff Conciatori
Judy & Dick Constable
Alice & Daniel Cooney
Sandy & John Coots
Emily & Ron D’Andrea
Nancy & Peter Dauk
Suzanne & Thomas De Nunzio
Cyrus Deboo
Susan & James Demark
Sandy & Charles Drimal
Tracy & Peter Drippe
Martha & Bill Durkin
Norma & Charles DuVivier
Laura & Greg Ehlers
Catherine & Long Ellis
Ursula & Robert Ferguson Jr.
Sandy & Chris Filmer
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Fiorita
Lynne & Mark Florian
Avery & Rob Flowers
Wendy & Stan Forkner
Jennifer & Graham Foster
Anne & Dave Foster
Julie & Daniel Frank
Jane & Stephen Frank
Amy & John Fraser
Sue & Den Frelinghuysen
Garden Club of Darien, Inc.
Deborah & Jack Gault
Elizabeth & Chet Gerdts
Heather & Louis Gesualdi
Ann & John Gibb
Mrs. David G. Gill
Penny & Ed Glassmeyer
Dana Goodfellow
Judy Groppa
Steve Grubbs
Leslie & Ronald Hammer
Mr. & Mrs. B.R. Hand
Margot Hand & Bob Anderson
Charles Harper
Ed Harris
Monique & Wayne Hartunian
Robin & Darrell Harvey
Gloria & Bill Hayes
Martha & Thomas Hayne
Michael Hoben
Wendy & Richard Hokin
Joan & Bob Hopkins
Holly & Gordon Hough
Meg & Peter Hovell
Mr. & Mrs. James Hutter 
Susan & Tom Igoe
Kathleen & Charlie Janson
Minine & Bob Johnston
Sally & Ramsey Joslin
John Kauffman
Dot & Dave Kelly
Lynn & Dennis Kelly
Diane & Thomas Kenneally
Courtney & George Khoury

Michele & Bruce Kinloch
Hugh Knowlton
Paul Kunz
Robert Lamkin
The Larson Family
Susan & William Lattimer
Kathy & John Lavery
Cate & Bill Leach
Patty & Dirk Leasure
CC & Gil Lefferts
Sheryl & Bob Lincoln
Carole & Rick Littlefield
Sally & Brian Lovegrove
Leslie & Basil Lyden
Karen & Tim Macdonald
David Mackey
  In Honor of Ed Cosden
Patrice & John Malvisi
Bonnie & Gene Markowski
Maureen & Jeff Marston
Priscilla & Mark Masselink
Michelle & Michael Mauboussin
Emily & Ed Mc Dermott
Debra & Bruce McArthur
Jane E McCall
Laurie & Tom McGrath
Eleanor & Colin McKay
Ana & Steve Mernick
Mrs. L. T. Merriam Jr
Belinda B. & James Metzger
Elinor & Scott Miller
Barry & Jim Moltz
Becky & Mark Montgelas
Ruth & John Montgomery
Lois & Wid Moore
Molly & Jeff Morgan
Tina & Larry Morris
Susan & Lee Morrison
Julie & Dan Murphy
Gretchen & John Neff
Kristen & Dean Nelson
Courtney & Woody Oldrin
Janet & Jonathan Olmsted
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen B. Oresman
Alice Mae Orr
John B. Osborn
Patty & Rocky Palmer
Betty & Bob Pascal
Ann Penrose
Peggy & Brian Peoples
Betsy & Carleton Pierpont
Graham Powell
Sybil & Walter Pugh
Lucy & Harley Rankin
Jean & George Ratcliffe
Mary & Chuck Richardson
Bambi & Guy Riegel
Nan & Ed Rondepierre
Susan & Robert Russell
Lynn Ryan
Valerie & David Schirmer
Carolyn & Sam Schoonmaker
Vicki Secrest
Wynne & Robert Shapiro
Kathy & Dennis Shea
Lynn & John Sheppard
Mrs. Henry C. Slack
Linda & Philip Smith
Hester & Ben Smith
Margaret & Dan Smith

Liz & Gerard Smith
Pam & Tom Spellane
Dawn & Murry Stegelmann
Varina & Joe Steuert
Kerry & Jed Stevens
Nancy & John Stoetzer
Susan & Harlan Stone
Lisa & Chris Stout
Joan & Mark Streeter
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Surette
Marie & Madan Suri
Jayne Sutton
Janet & Thomas Taylor
Nancy & Bill Thompson
Toscano Family
Elaine & Steve True
Patricia & Schuyler van R. Winter
Lisa & Bert von Stuelpnagel
Mr. & Mrs. D.R. Wachter 
Joan & Charles Waggner
William Waters
Alice & Gavin Watson
Candy & Pete Wheelock
Marty & Peter Wilson
Saralyn & Bob Woods

Naturalist

Darcy & Jeff Ahl
Roy Anderson
Jantina & William Atkinson
Averill Babson
Sharon & Bill Baird
Dorothy Baker
Susan & Hugh Balloch
Sally & Bill Banks
Kim & Preston Bealle
Juanita & Eugene Belknap
Jane & John Branigan
Lynne Brooks
Susan Cameron
Gwynne & Doug Campbell
Nancy & Jay Condon
Tricia & Chris Conley
Elizabeth & Richard Cortright
Genee & Chris Cosden
Carol Coutts
Susan & Brian Curry
Dr. Robert M. Daly
The Doering Family
Diane & Everett Drugge
Kendall & George Edgar
Janet Egert
Stephanie & Paul Fairleigh
Dana Fead
Anne & Bill Flanagan
Ursula & Charles Forman
Jane & William Frazier
Jane & Shedd Glassmeyer
Ms. Josephine Gleeson
Cynthia & Steve Gorey
Danielle & Kevin Granath
Ginny & Bob Green
Brenda & Alan Greene
Susie & John Harrison
Deborah & Dean Hatfield
Ron Heinbaugh
Nancy & Dave Herbert
Mrs. John Hrusa
Mr. & Mrs. L. Francis Huck
Michelle & Jeffrey Hudson

Patty & Bob Hutchinson
Lisa & Scott Isherwood
Carole & Paul Johnson
Gail & Peter Johnson
Evelyn Jones
Kiki & Peter Karpen
Beverly & Richard Kelsey
David Kenny
Eileen & Bob Kulperger
Ann Marie & Walter Kvinge
Whitney & John Lancaster
Leslie & Terry Laughren
Tara & Réal Leclerc
Heather & John Lindell
Angela & James Lineberger
Daniel Lovegrove
April & Gary Lyon
Cynthia & William Mackey 
In honor of Ed Cosden

Stephanie & Christopher Maher
Cynthia & William Mackey
Frank Maturo
Katherine Maxwell
Mr. Harold W. McGraw, Jr.
Wendy & Roger Megroz
Connie & Joseph Melvin
Ms. B. Russell Melzer
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Mickels
Flynn Millard
Nina &  Dave Miller
Sophie & Tom Murphy
Mrs. Helen L. Burke Naylor
Shirley & Carl Nichols
Sally Nightingale
Maria & Bill Orr
Ann & Peter Pfister
Chris & Jenny Phillips
Donn Smith & Mary Ellen Quirk
R & M Foundation Trust
Dana Rabin
Susan & Jim Ramsey
Nanci Roth Natale
Holly & Peter Ruhlin
Cindy & John Ryan
Marilyn & Ronald Safran
Janet & Bruce Sargent
Sally & John Schlachtenhaufen
Ms. Flora J. Smith 
Cathleen & Chris Stack
David Thanlhamer
Lisa & Peter Thoren

Gwynne & Alfred Tibbetts
Karol & Raymond Trismen
Cordelia Ursone
Sherry & Douglas Van Horne
Abbie Van Nostrand
Susan Varney
Mary & Jerry Vernon
Peg & Ken Weeks
Barb & Bob Wells
Virginia White
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Whitehill
Liz & Dave Winebrenner
Nancy & Bill Winship
Patty & Chris Young
Maeve & Steve Zamsky

Friends

341 Studios, LLC
Julie & Gil Alexandre
Stephen Alliegro
Anne & Michael Carnahan
Mrs. Robert B. Carter
Ms. Kathleen F. Cattano 
Mrs. Lee S. Cushman
Susan & Daniel Drake
Cynthia & Chip Dunn
Dawn Edgar
Roz & Harry Emmons
Lynne & Peter Gray
Mr. & Mrs. W. Kent Haydock
John & Lynn Nevins Herbert
Laura & Sanford Kaynor
Sally & Frank Keen
Rebecca & Robert Kling
William Mason
Gebby & John McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. Ores Mesedahl
Edith & Francis Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Leonid Pratt
Lisa Gallagher & Greg Ruffa
Jane Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Shergalis 
Wendy Silver
Rodger Smith
Laurie Valandra
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Van Loan, Jr.
Martha & Jan Van Nierop
Pam & Matthew Vossler
Suzanne & Dick Wilsey
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Ziegler
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This annual report serves to recognize and thank the donors to our 2007-2008 Annual Campaign.
We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this list and apologize for any inadvertant errors or omissions.

Memorial Gifts

Betty Ann Morris	 in memory of Marcy S. Fox
Betty Ann Morris	 in memory of Eric Hansen
Averill Babson 	 in memory of Kingsbury Browne, Jr.
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D a r i e n  L a n d  T r u s t  F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t s

Ye a r s e n d e d Ju n e 30, 2008 a n d 2007

	 2008	 2007

Statements of Activities	 To t a l	T o t a l

Revenue and Support:
	 Contributions—cash and real property	 $5,628,969	 $1,200,000
	 Gain on sale of land	 —	 253,700
	 Membership	 129,524	 128,050
	 Investment income, including unrealized gains (losses)	 31,585	 117,270
	 Other income	 2,260	 4,136

Total Revenue and Support	 $5,792,338	 $1,703,156

Expenses:
	 Program services	 $157,244	 $111,028
	 Management and general	 18,513	 16,727
	 Fundraising (includes Waterbury Field capital campaign)	 11,510	 6,911

Total Expenses	 $187,267	 $134,666

Increase (decrease) in net assets	 $5,605,071	 $1,568,490

Net Assets—beginning of year	 $15,196,515	 $13,628,025

Net Assets—end of year 	 $20,801,586	 $15,196,515

  B a l a n c e  S h e e t 	 2008	 2007

Assets
Current Assets:
	 Cash and equivalents	 $378,597	 $73,612
	 Investments	 2,086,085	 2,121,406
	 Pledges receivable	 20,000	 40,000
	 Other current assets	 2,302	 1,695

Total Current Assets	 $2,486,984	 $2,236,713
Land and conservation easements	 18,322,634	 12,960,634

Total Assets	 $20,809,618	 $15,197,347

Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities:
	 Accounts payable and accrued expenses	 $8,032	 $832

Total Liabilities	 $8,032	 $832

Net assets:
	 Unrestricted	 $2,272,139	 $2,172,101
	 Temporarily restricted	 206,813	 63,780
	 Permanently restricted	 18,322,634	 12,960,634

Total Net Assets	 $20,801,586	 $15,196,515

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $20,809,618	 $15,197,347

E x p e n s e

Program 
Services 84%

Management & 
General 10%

Fundraising 4%

R e v e n u e

Property 
Contributions 97%

Membership 2%
Investment 
Income 1%

Waterbury Field 
Capital Campaign 2%



President

Kaye Rabin
Vice-President

James C. B. Millard
Secretary

Den Frelinghuysen
Treasurer

Flip Huffard
Membership Chairman

Kathy Blackman
Board of Trustees

Lynne Brooks
Edward P. Clarke
Edward D. Cosden, Jr.
Linda Ferguson
Chris Filmer
Dee Goodnow
Charles Goodyear
Margot Hand
Charles Janson
Betty Jewett
Dorothy Kelly
John W. Oldrin
Bruce G. Orr
Mary M. Rooney
Denise Sellhausen
John P. Shutts
Jim Tweedy
Kevin Walsh
Terrie Wood
Executive Director

Shirley R. Nichols

Box 1074
Darien, CT 06820
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D a r i e n  L a n d  T r u s t  E v e n t s

Join us for the Annual Mee ting

Do you know where our 187 acres of open space are located? Do you know about our six 
meadows or the two ponds we’ve recently restored? In “Who We Are and What We Do,” 
we’ll show you our gems on the big screen at the Annual Meeting November 9th at  
5:00 p.m. at Wee Burn Country Club. We have an exciting report detailing habitat 
restoration and other accomplishments over the past year, and will be honoring departing 
trustees and welcoming new ones. 

Edward Clarke and Dee Goodnow will be named Trustees Emeriti after many years 
of outstanding service to the Darien Land Trust. We will also say farewell to two other 
longstanding Trustees, Lynne Brooks and Dot Kelly. The Darien Land Trust membership 
will then vote to elect new Trustees candidates Karen Calby, Eleanor McKay and William 
Bohnsack, and to approve the re-election of the following standing trustees to new terms: 
Ed Cosden, Linda Ferguson, Chris Filmer, Flip Huffard, John (Woody) Oldrin, Bruce Orr  
and Jay Shutts.

Inspired by our beautiful open spaces, a number of local artists have recently painted scenes 
of Land Trust properties. These works will be on display, and available for purchase, with a 
portion of the proceeds going to support the Darien Land Trust.

The meeting is open to all, and we hope that everyone will come to celebrate a good year’s work.




