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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

DEeAR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS,

This Annual Report marks the end of an extraordinary
year for the Darien Land Trust—a year of successes and of
challenges, of rededication to our historical mission and of

expanding that mission into new territory.

Among the successes...our membership is 500 strong and, in
an uncertain economic climate, we received an unprecedented
level of support for our 2008-2009 Annual Campaign. (Thank
you!) These funds support all of our stewardship: every time
we mow a field, fix a fence, remove invasive plant species or
have tree work done, it is Annual Fund dollars that enable us

to properly care for an ever growing portfolio (187 acres at

this writing) of properties. | would be remiss not to take this
opportunity to thank our stewardship co-chairs Chris Filmer
and Den Frelinghuysen for managing this enormous task,

always with energy and enthusiasm.

Among the challenges...we have spent countless hours over
the past year fundraising for the acquisition of Waterbury
Field on Hollow Tree Ridge Road. Thanks are due to our
Waterbury Field Committee, led by Terrie Wood and
Charlie Goodyear, for their commitment to saving this
beautiful piece of Darien’s early history. As | write, we are
very close to our goal but ask each of you to consider a gift
to the campaign before our December 1 deadline to ensure
its success.

As we have throughout our 50 years, we continue to add
properties through gifts as well as acquisition. Most recently
2 acres on Hollow Tree Ridge Road (and another 5 acres
under conservation easement at the same location) were
given to us by the Fords. Our land review committee

welcomes every opportunity to speak with members of
the community about lands they own (or simply love) and
would like to see preserved forever.

Historically we have always made the stewardship of these
properties a priority, but this year the Darien Land Trust
began new initiatives dedicated to habitat restoration on
our Valley Forge and Nearwater properties. These efforts
place us at the vanguard of best practice among land trusts,
going beyond simple maintenance of lands to rehabilitation
of vital ecosystems. We are considering other projects

of this nature and beginning to learn the “art” of grant
application to fund these important efforts.

Better communications about our efforts and activities to
the broader community has also been an area of focus this
year. Thanks are due to Mary Rooney, Margot Hand and
Denise Sellhausen for improvements to the website
(www.darienlandtrust.org) and for this Annual Report.

I hope that we will see all our members at this year’s Annual
Meeting, November 9th at Wee Burn Country Club, when
we will discuss these projects (and others) in greater detail.
We will also honor four retiring trustees—Ed Clarke, Dee
Goodnow, Dot Kelly and Lynne Brooks—and elect new
trustees from the community to our Board. The talent and
time given by these dedicated volunteers is as valuable as
the lands they work to protect: priceless.

All the best,

el

Kaye Rabin, President
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This annual report serves to recognize and thank the donors to our 2007-2008 Annual Campaign.
We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this list and apologize for any inadvertant errors or omissions.
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Lynn Ryan
Valerie & David Schirmer
Carolyn & Sam Schoonmaker
Vicki Secrest
Wynne & Robert Shapiro
Kathy & Dennis Shea
Lynn & John Sheppard
Mrs. Henry C. Slack
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Beverly & Richard Kelsey
David Kenny
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In honor of Ed Cosden
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Frank Maturo
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Connie & Joseph Melvin
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Mr. & Mrs. Steven Mickels
Flynn Millard
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Sophie & Tom Murphy
Mrs. Helen L. Burke Naylor
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Donn Smith & Mary Ellen Quirk
R & M Foundation Trust
Dana Rabin
Susan & Jim Ramsey
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Ms. Flora J. Smith
Cathleen & Chris Stack
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Gwynne & Alfred Tibbetts
Karol & Raymond Trismen
Cordelia Ursone

Sherry & Douglas Van Horne
Abbie Van Nostrand

Susan Varney

Mary & Jerry Vernon

Peg & Ken Weeks

Barb & Bob Wells

Virginia White

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Whitehill
Liz & Dave Winebrenner
Nancy & Bill Winship

Patty & Chris Young

Maeve & Steve Zamsky

FRIENDS

341 Studios, LLC

Julie & Gil Alexandre
Stephen Alliegro

Anne & Michael Carnahan
Mrs. Robert B. Carter

Ms. Kathleen F. Cattano
Mrs. Lee S. Cushman

Susan & Daniel Drake
Cynthia & Chip Dunn
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Pam & Matthew Vossler
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Mr. & Mrs. William A. Ziegler

Memorial Gifts

Betty Ann Morris
Betty Ann Morris
Averill Babson

in memory of Marcy S. Fox
in memory of Eric Hansen
in memory of Kingsbury Browne, Jr.
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DARIEN LAND TRUST FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

REVENUE AND SUPPORT:
Contributions—cash and real property
Gain on sale of land
Membership

YeEARs ENDED JUNE 30, 2008 ANnD 2007

Investment income, including unrealized gains (losses)

Other income

Total Revenue and Support

EXPENSES:
Program services
Management and general

Fundraising (includes Waterbury Field capital campaign)

Total Expenses
Increase (decrease) in net assets
Net Assets—beginning of year

Net Assets—end of year

BALANCE SHEET

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS:
Cash and equivalents
Investments
Pledges receivable
Other current assets

Total Current Assets
Land and conservation easements

Total Assets

LiABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LiABILITIES:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses

Total Liabilities

NET ASSETS:
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Permanently restricted
Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets
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2008 2007
ToTAL ToTAL
$5,628,969 $1,200,000
— 253,700
129,524 128,050
31,585 117,270
2,260 4,136
$5,792,338 $1,703,156
$157,244 $111,028
18,513 16,727
11,510 6,911
$187,267 $134,666
$5,605,071 $1,568,490
$15,196,515 $13,628,025
$20,801,586 $15,196,515
REVENUE
2008 2007 INVESTMENT
MEMBERSHIP 2% INCOME 1%
$378,597 $73,612
2,086,085 2,121,406
20,000 40,000
2,302 1,695
$2,486,984 $2,236,713
18,322,634 12,960,634
$20,809,618 $15,197,347
PROPERTY
CONTRIBUTIONS 97%
$8,032 $832
EXPENSE
$8,032 $832 WATERBURY FIELD
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 2% FUNDRAISING 4%
$2,272,139 $2,172,101 MANAGEMENT &
206,813 63,780 / GeneraL 10%
18,322,634 12,960,634
$20,801,586 $15,196,515
$20,809,618 $15,197,347

PROGRAM
SERVICES 84%

www.darienlandtrust.org
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FALL 2008 NEWSLETTER

DARIEN LAND TRuST EVENTS

JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING

Do you know where our 187 acres of open space are located? Do you know about our six
meadows or the two ponds we've recently restored? In “Who We Are and What We Do,”
we'll show you our gems on the big screen at the Annual Meeting November 9th at

5:00 p.m. at Wee Burn Country Club. We have an exciting report detailing habitat
restoration and other accomplishments over the past year, and will be honoring departing
trustees and welcoming new ones.

Edward Clarke and Dee Goodnow will be named Trustees Emeriti after many years

of outstanding service to the Darien Land Trust. We will also say farewell to two other
longstanding Trustees, Lynne Brooks and Dot Kelly. The Darien Land Trust membership
will then vote to elect new Trustees candidates Karen Calby, Eleanor McKay and William
Bohnsack, and to approve the re-election of the following standing trustees to new terms:
Ed Cosden, Linda Ferguson, Chris Filmer, Flip Huffard, John (Woody) Oldrin, Bruce Orr
and Jay Shutts.

Inspired by our beautiful open spaces, a number of local artists have recently painted scenes
of Land Trust properties. These works will be on display, and available for purchase, with a
portion of the proceeds going to support the Darien Land Trust.

The meeting is open to all, and we hope that everyone will come to celebrate a good year’s work.
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